R e e e o e e e e e S SR B P PRSI

"CARGU

123rd Adrlift Wing, Kentucky Adr National Guard, Looisville, Ky,

COURIER

Yol 11, Mooy June 17, 1995

Harden named new wing commander

Byrne to be Air Guard advisor

By Maj. Ralinda Gregor
Wing Public Affairs Officer

Cal, Michael L, Harden is the new communder of the 123rd Air-
lilt Wing, Maj. Gen. Robert L. Dedarm announced ot a gathering
ol Alr Guard members here carlier this month,

Dedarn, Kemtucky's adjuiant seneral, praised the accomplish
ments of the | 23rd and asked those assemnbled for the June 1 cer-
emoeny o support the commander s be called Harden 1 the po-
dium,

Harden. the first iraditional guardsman 1o hold the position in
14 years, 15 un allorney i privale proctice. He 15 o master naviga-
ter with more than 3,000 howrs o the C-130, RF-4, T-43 und T-29,

Harden also flew more than 200 combal sonties in the C-130)
during the Vietnam conllict. A member of the [ 23rd for 1Y vears,
he has served as o flight leader, squadron operations olficer, und
siuadron commansder,

“1 thousht I'd be squadron commander for life,” Harden joked,
referring to his five years as commonder of the 163th Tucticul Re
connaissanee Squadron and i1s successor, the 163th Arlift Squead-
T,

Harden's next assigminent was spenl as o student of the Adr War
Colleze, where he also served a5 the National Guard commanel
sponsened rescarch fellow, Harden retumed t Kentucky afier grado-
aring and was wing vice conunander for the lust bwo years,

“We've got new airplanes. We've got a new
base. The thing we're going to do now is focus

on the people. — Col. Michael L. Harden

As base “warlord,” Harden directed wing preparations for the
upcoming operational readiness inspection. During the invasion
af Hain by LLS, forces. he also served as commander of the con
tingency support staff in Washingron, 10C.

Harden expluned his leadership style ns one that emphasizes
teamwork. 1es not what m gomge o do for vou, hut what we are
gaing o do together,” he sad, “The one constant in this unit is the
peaple, We've got new airplanes. We've pot a new hase, The thing
welre soang b Jdo now 15 Tecos on the people.”™

KyAMG phota by Senior Master Sgt. Dave Tinsley

Col. Michael L. Harden, a master navigator with more
than 5,000 flight hours, told guard members June 1 that
he looks forward to continuing the Kentucky Air National
Guard's tradition of excellence.

Harden replaces Brig, Gen. Stewarl B Byrne, who was selected
as Adr Mational Guard advisor 1o the Pacific Air Forces commander,
I bis new position, Byrme will advise the PACAF commander an
the staws and capabilines of Air Nationul Guurd unies which come
under PACAF's aperational control during exercises and contin-
aencics,

Byrne will retain his position as air commander until g [ull-time
successor is named. The position will 2o up for bad, Dedam said.

Harden praised Byrme's accomplishments as commander for the
last three vears, “Fm not sure everybody is aware ol the lengths
thit he went o to keep our aircraft and Keep our jobs,” Harden
said. “We all need to shake his hand and thank him for that,”

During Byrne's tenure, the unil has maimtaned a spolless Oying
safety record, received a new fleet of C- 1 301 aircraft, consistently
earned high marks 0 every higher headguarters inspection and
been the moest active and visible warlift unit at virtually every hot
spat o the globe.

Byrne also presided over the negotiations, design., construction,
and refocaton ol the new 545 million base al Standiford Field.



— Commander’s Message g —

Farewell Message:
Thank you, good luck and Godspeed

ol Mike Harden is your new
wing communder. W are for
twnate to have someone  whao
15 soewell trained and talented

to step mlo this important po-
sinton, Mike is a practicing at-
lorney who tooka year away from his prac-
tice o complete ArWar Collese in residence.
He was asked o head the contingency sup-
port stadT at the Adr National Guard Readi-
ness Center during the Haoilian crisis and he
has led the wing in preparation {or our next
aperational readiness inspection, He has
heen an integral partof the decision-making
process for the wing for some tme and [ an
certain that he s well prepared 1o meet the
whillenge,

[he past three plus vears that | have
served as your comnemder have gone by very
guickly and T have certamly enjoyed every
minute, We have all worked hard wnd we
have achieved a preat deal for which we can
all be proud. We have delivered humunitar-
wt reliel o needy people around the world:
we have changed our culture o be more con-
siderute of our customers and the quality they
deserve: we have designed and built @ new
hase; we have maintained our strength and
combal readiness at the highest levels while
increasing our real world participation: and
mast importantly, we have done it safely
without o single mishap.

I cun't tell you how much 1 appreciale
the care and support each and every one of

Brig. Gen. Stewart R, Byrne
ANG Advisor b BACAF commameder and

previony 2300 AiAEE Wing Commander

wvou have given o me during this period.
As 1 look back, it becomes apparcnt that |
did very Litle, AlLLdid was present te chal-
lenge. You made the decisions and put forth
the elfort toassure success, You volunleered
when vou were needed and ook the risk that

cames with being away from your place of

employment 10 serve your country. Yoo
deserve ull of the credit Tor these achicve-

ments and vou deserve my deepest grati-

tude. Thunk you.

There is never an wdeal time w change
commanders but | seould have preferred to
sty antil nexl spring wesee us through the
aperational readiness inspection,  We sill
Rave a kot of work to do but we are well oo
our way and Dam sure vou will be ready
when the time comes. Take full advantaee
of your deplovment to Savannah and don’t
hesitate 1 challenge yoursel ]l willy additionul
exercises this fall. My new job will allow
me o continue o fly with you so 1 will he
availahle o help as you see necessary, [Lis
very important o me that the woit continues
to prosper and [ will do evervthing possible
L BSSUMY YOUD SUCCESS.

Thanks again for your support and
friendship and don’t besitate w call on me
if | can be of assistance, Good luck and
Godspeed.

Editor’s Note

Retirees who wish Lo remain on
the Cargo Courier mailing list
should return the posteard they
received with the May issue. If you
misplaced your posteard, please call
Chief Master Sgt. Jim Turpin in
Frankfort at (302} 564-848Y and lel
him know you want Lo remain on
the mailing list. Thank you.

This tunded Air Force newspaper is published for mem-
bers of the military services. Contents of THE CARGO COLU-
RIER are not necessarily the views of the U.S. government,
the Department of Defense or the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited and prepared by the pub-
lic affairs office of the 123rd Airlift Wing, Kentucky Air Na-
tional Guard, Louisville International Airpori, Louisville,
Ky., 40213-2678. Our phone number is 502-364-9431,

Wing Commuander
Public Affairs Officer  Maj. Ralinda Gregor
Production Team:

Call the wing PA office if you have a story idea, photo
or article to submil, The deadline for our next issue is
June 26 and our office is in the new HQ building.

Col. Michael L. Harden

Staff Sgt. Dale Greer and Senior
Master Sgt. Dave Tinsley
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KyANG News o

Base pistol team hits mark at competition

By Tech, Sgt. John Martin
123rd Wing Historian

The base prstol weam has once again Gred
its way o the wop of nearly ll the siate’s
shooting teams al the annual Kentucky pis-
tol meet, held ut B Knos, Ky, April 28 -
29,

Participants were sphit ito teams ol [our
e mbers cach, with two teams represent-
ing the Kentucky Air Natooal Guard. Indi-
vidual and team scores were kept,

Four Ky ANG members shol exception-
ally well. with May, Mike Johnson, Tech,
Seb John Mamin, siaft See lim Berger und
Master Sgr John Forbis all hitting inexcess
of [ points. with scores of 132, 137, 106
and 105 respectively — pood enoueh for
second place inthe team mateh,

By the end of the competition, the
EvANG members had shol well eoough o

Now i1s the time
to get legal affairs
straightened out

By Lt Col. Gary Napicr
Staff Judge Advovate

Ome ol the many changes occurmng in the
Adr Natonal Guard is the way we do mo-
hility processing,

We now Tocus on the individual to be re-
sponsible for preparing for deployments.
You must make sure that you are immedi-
ately ready o deploy worldwide.

Ihat means you can no longer count on
setling your legal matters in order in a4 mo-
hility processing line. As a practical matter,
voul should not expeet 1o obtain complicated
legal services ina provessing line.

You may, however, receive free legnl ad-
vice, including the preparution of wills and
powers of attormey at the buse legal office
vnl LITA seckends,

I'he offwee 1« located on the second Moor
of the Wing Headguarters Building, No ap-
prinbment is necessary.

earn four of the tp wo spots lor the ste
team, which will represent Kentocky at the
natieoal match in Linle Rock, Ark., in Oc-
tober.

The Fi. Knox competition began with o
day of pructice for all shooters. Personnel
were split into teams of approsimately four
members, with Johnson, Martin, Forbis and
Berger comprising one Ky ANG tenm,

The second team was made up ol 11, Col,
Ciary Mapier, Senior Airman Uring Smith
and Semor Airman Tim Jacksen,

The next day, cach shooter was given 36
ronels 1o fire ot four targers, Those with the
highest scores curned places on the Ken-
tucky stale team.

While KyANG members did well with
their sidearms. the real star of the Ky ANG
Learn wirs ot a pistol shooter, but oomachine
ST,

Senior Arrmin Jasan Lamhart of the

123rd Securiy Police Squadron eamed the
tep maching gun award that same weekend,

It was an honor not easily obtanable, To
win in this category, gunners were paired in
teams of two. Ong team member corried the
M-60 machine gun while the other packed
its tripod ever o two-mile long course of un-
EVEN fErriin,

After the run, shooters had to fire and hil
wsertes af fargets uf @ runge of nearly 1,000
meters: The winner was the one who [inished
the runthe quickest and hin the most targets.

Though itwas Lainharts first yeur of com-
petition, it was actually o feat that he dupli-
cated al the Winston P Wilson Nanonul
hawh lust Oviober. when he earned aceo-
lades while flling 1o Lor a sick leam mem-
ber,

This time however, Lainhart is officially
the top maching cunner in Kentucky for
1945,

ian clothes in their duty sections.

BEYOND THE CALL: Aassistant Adjutant General for Air Brig.

Gen. Verna Fairchild accepts a 51,000 check from Lt. Terri Smith, left,
and Tech. Sgt. Florine Curtis of the 123rd Medical Squadron during the
May UTA. The unit raised the money, which will go to the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard’s Easter Seals campaign, by holding raffles, selling snacks
in mobility lines and charging members for the opportunity to wear civil-

KyAMG phota by Staff Sgt, Dale Greer
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Chaplam helps ministers deal with stress

O ANG F“huto by SEI"IICII Aurmdn L E!.rakebnl

The devastated Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City is a haunting
image to many of the National Guard volunteers who served there.

By Maj. Ralinda Gregor Smith swid he and his coworkers had
Wing Public Affairs Officer three ahjectives to help the ministers:
“First, we wanted 1o let them know we

Vew of the family members. friends, res-  were glad they were there: Seoomd, we
cue warkers or millions of Americans  wanted o let them know they were do-
touched by the Oklaboma City bombing  ing o good job. And third, we wanted o

will soor loreet the tagedy and overwhelm- make them aware of the symptons ol

ing sense of grief it hrought them, Yet only
duys after the bombing, the Rev, Billy Gra-
ham declared, "Let the healing begin.”

e Ky ANG member had the opportu-
nity 10 help start that healing process for
several Mational Guard volunteers,

Chaplain (Maj.) Charles “Spike” Smith
went to Oklahoma City in May as part of a
rrauma team o help coregivers deal with
the emotional stress of the rescue efforts,
For three intense diys, Smith helped other
chaplaing deal with the pressures ol mans-
try during the disaster and hegin their own
persomal journeys toward healing,

The Nutional Guard Bureau conducts
stress debriefings for volunteers after ev-
ery disaster or traume, Smith explained.

“People wanl to tell their story — over

pst iramilic stress.”

Some of these symptoms, which can surface
after any traumatic imcident, inclode msomnia
and flashhacks.

Smnth sad he told the volunteers they would
feed very different when they retumed home.
They had, Smith told them, experienced lite
and dewth up close i Oklahoma City, Ther
congregations would prohably be unable 1o
understund the Tull impact thut these experi-
ences have made on their pastors, Smith said.

Smith and his partner. Chapluin (Col.) Frank
Mitale, are unigquely qualilied w heip volun-
teers deal with post traumtic stress syndrome,
Smith worked with families of the Evansvifle,
Tnel., plane crosh victims, both malitary and
civilian, As the chiet of chaplain services for
the Crncimnan Deparmment of Veterans Affairs
hospital, be also reoalarly ministers o veler-
ans who face post traumatic stress syndeome,

Mitolo, ncatholic priest, volunteered as chap
Liin for the Sept. 1994 LS. Adr crash o Pilts-
burgh

“I noticed that the chapliins had similar sto
ric<.” Smith swid of s counseling etfforts in
Oklahoma City, “Simibar o what Chaplain
i Thomas) Curry and §esperienced at Evans-
ville. bul on @ larger seale.”

Smith and Aitolo visited the chaplains al
their worksites, beginning with the site of the

‘OK ARNG Fhoto by Sgt. Al Newmeyer

and over again,” Smith said. “And they wani - Chaplains Mitolo (second from left) and Smith (fourth from left) pose with
sameane 1o listen,” other volunteers at a memorial erected near the bombed Federal Building.
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bombing. Muany of the chaplains witnessed
heart-wrenching scenes as bodies were re-
covered, Smith said. One of the chaplains
wis there when several Marines remaoved
the body of one of their fallen comrades.
They removed the insigniy (tom his uni-
form. wrapped a flag around s body and
solemmnly carmied him out,

The chaplain wld Smith he would never
be able to forpet those images.

Stk also visited with the Chaplains who
worked 1o the Fumily Center, Their joh was
Loy assisl the families and be with them if

Survivor asks,
‘Why am I here?’

By Darla Booker
Adr Force News Service

TINKER AFB, Okla. — Robert [ennis 15 used to climbing
hills in OkTahoma’s Wichita Mountains with only life's necessities
strapped 1o his back, He's used o brushing up against heaven-
reaching trees, and making his way across untumed shrubs and 1l
grass, tovward sparkling nvers beneath deep blue skies.

He knows that world..and now, he appreciates it maore,

Drennis was one of Tundreds of people fatctully positioned in
the midst of evil's consequence here April 1Y at the Alfred B
Murrah Federal Building, At the time of the explosion, fe was
standing ol the elevator on the Tirst floor, unknowingly within 30
feet ol o bomb that was dbout 10 explode. Fire alficials say he
should have been dead. Instead be walked away with lirle more
than minor woeunds, the Kind vou'd expect atter spending g few

days backpacking and cumping

Aamid life’s stress and daily problems, many often ask the
profound guestion. “Why aim | here?” Beyond that, at o higher
level, Dennis, a 51-yeur-obd Air Force Reserve licutenant colonel,

novw sk, “Why am 1 sull her

"I have eried-a few times i thinking about it e said. “Nol
lonelly.but 1"ve centainly had my moments, What mukes me

they were aotificd ol o Toved one's death.
The chaplains got to know the Tamilies over
titne, Smith said, and it was very difficult
For them to break the news o family when
a body was found, he said,

Chie chaplain had todeal with an especially
overwronght [amily, Smith said, He was
comforting the victim s molher and told her
what a good person her son was. She lashed
back at him, asking how he could know any-
thing about her son, He explained that he
really did know and admire her son — he
had recruited the voung mun before he be-

really teary-eved is the magnitude of ivand the suffering people

endured. People are seriously hrt, people are dead. Especially
the children. You can’t help but get emotional, choked up, You
wonder, why did | get 1o Live, why did [ oer 1o walk out of there?”

Me said he has deeper faith and belicl m God: “Life carries o
little more special meaning Ffor me now, ma litde bit more

aware of things around me..”

Dennis has heen very busy since the bombing, His biz desire

tvwen,

came o chaplain,

"It looked like things fit waether.” Smith
said of the incident. “There were a lot of co-
incidences like this. It just shows you how
Gad can bring good thines oot of the had.”

Although Soath spent anly o short time in
Oklaboma City, he sawd the experence of
sharing the burdens of his fellow chapluins
made 0 seong bmpact an him,

“Tappreciate things,” he said quietly. “We
i & memorial service ar the VA hospital
when | got home. | told my story an the cer-
ey, I oeeded el in”

Volunteers from Tinker AFB sift through rubble after the
bombing of the Federal Building in Oklahoma City.

nowy is Just o get away, gel out inte the wildlife, out into the
wods, Gel somewhere quier, peaceful where he can just calm

“T've been so busy, | haven't really had o chance to think
much about 117 Dennis said, =1 think there s a need w, 1 think

you ean't just suppress it forever, you've just got o deal with

it.csometime,”
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Flight
Plan

Maj. Brad
Greschel
verifies his
mission
planning before
flying an
afternoon sortie
during the May
UTA.

KeAMNG photo by
Staft Sot. Dale Greer

165th crew flies Big Drop

By Staff Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Assistant Editor

While most Kenluckians were making
plans for the runming of the | 21st Kentucky
Derby, Li Col John Bolli was already riding
i Derly 55.

That wis the call sipn of the aireraft Bolli
and his crew lew May 4 o Pope Air Force
Buse. N.C., a8 pant of “Big Drop 11" an air-
lift exercise thut deploved the lareest wirbore
invasion force sinee World War 11

Msre than 66 C- 1 30s and C- 1415 from
s1% active duty, nine suard and seven reserve
units participited in the Derby weekend ex-
cretse. droppang SET tons ol equipment @nd
abonn L300 Arny parstroopers on Pope Aar
Force Buse 1n just less than mine hours.

Bolli and his crew. Capt, Mike Wood,
Capt. Steve Bulland,  Senior Master Sgt
Steve Rogers, Chief Muster Set Dan
Sprucdling and Tech. Szt Roy Brown, flew

The Cargo Courier
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as part of an [R-ship package msked with
airlifting hoth troops and cquipieit.

The KvANG crow hitats deap zone in
the Tirst wave of the T8-plane formiation,
drapping w 30,000 pound pallet containing
a helicopter refueling stution and JP-8 jot
fuel

Rolli said the exercise, which was held
at might and designed to simuolate real com
but experiences; provided good training lor
everyone invalved.

It was o larger formation than we ron-
tinely My in,” Bolli said. "and the lowd was
acamplicaled Toad. When thal moch weight
goes oul al one fime. Yo wint 1o he on your
togs.”

“If sumething poes wrong, then vou've
pot a load hanging out the hack and you can
have an uncontrolluble airplane.”

Plans call tor making fuiure Big Drop
pxercises more realiste by adding bomber,
lighter and gunship support. Boll said.

Group memberships
should be examined

{AFNS) — In the altermath of
the April hombing of the federal
building in Oklahoma City,
Secretrary of Defense William J.
Perry has asked the services to
reiterate policies on joining groups.

Giroups that advocate su-
premacy, discriminate based on
race, creed, color, sex, religion or
those that use force or violence to
deprive people of their civil rights
are not compatible with military
service.

Service members should check
with local legal officials before
juining any suspect organization to
avoid facing actions that could
include cort martial,

Office monitoring
AmEx purchases

Guard members who have a
government American Express
Card are reminded that the card is
not authorized For personal
EXpenses,

The Accounting and Finance
Olfice currently is receiving a
monthly activity report from the
American Express Corp. This
report lists individuals who have
used their cards in the last month,
as well a5 what was purchased.

Winner named for
base club drawing

Master Sgt. Wianda Ripgs won
the use of hox scats at Churchill
Downs in the May club drawing.

A peneral membership meeting
of all ¢lub card holders will be held
today at 1500 hours in the hase
dining hall. New officers will be
clected.



I Alr Force News
Navy taking over Looking Glass mission

Budget crunch cited
as cause for change

By Tech. Sgt. Christopher Shock
Air Force News Service

OFFUTT AFB, Neb, — In & move de-
signed weconsolidate missions and save de
fense dollars, Department of Defense offi-
culs announced that Navy E-6 TACAMO
sircraft will begin replacing the EC-135
Looking Glass sometime in FY98 as the
aerial LS;
Command's Airbome National Command

platlorm  Tor Strategic
Pust mission

TACAMO stands for " Take Charge and
Move O,

According ro DOD estimates, the ransi-
i will pesull in o one-time cost avoidance
of %1 hillion and annual savings of nearly
250 million.

Before the current E-6A fleet can ussume
its new role, however, each pireraft must
complete a series of modilications now un-
der way, including installation of batlle staff
midules, said Navy Capt, Vern Lochausen,
chiel stulf olficer of Task Force 124, Tinker
AFR, Oklac the E-6's operational parent or-
ganization charged with carrving out the
TACANMO mission

When all modifications are complete, the
arcrult will be redesignated as E-aBs.

W expect wosupport the frst F-6F

B-2 stealth bomber
to appear in Paris

MCOCONNELL AFB, Kan. (ACCNS)
— The B-2 Sparit’s first glohal power mis
sionl will 1ake 1 to the Paris Air Show this
manth,

But firse, the arrcralt will My o trans- Al
lantie sortie o drop munitions on o bomb-
g range in Scandinavia as part of a dem-
omstrution of America’s tactical reach and
firepower.

EMTun beginning in late 1997, but only ma
traiming capacity,” he suid,

“As L-6Bs follow on. we'll begin con-
ducting joint sperations with the EC-135s,

When the fifth one arrives, we will come-
flete the ABNCP mission transfer.”

Toman the new detaschment, Lochausen
sind the Novy plans toassign approximately
3040 mare people w OFfutt, mostly aircraft
maintesanee workers.

T coordinate the aircralt beddown, the
Mavy's Olfutt Beddown Team began meet-
ing with their Offult counterpars early this
year, sard L Col. Lo Parick Weay, 35th
Wi ng TACAMO conversion project officer,

The team coosists of members o Task
124 and Srategie Communications
Wing 1, the E-6"s administrative parent or-

[Foree

gunization that provides resources and train-

ing,

According 1o Lochausen, the Navy plans
torrely as much as possible an the existing
suppart structure alveady in pluce here,

SO view 15 o change to "Wavy blue' lor
logisties and mantenance, while other areas
remiin “Air Foree hloe,” ™ he saad.

Rrig, Gen. Thomus Keck, 55th Wing com
munder, said the Fightin® Fifty-Fifth's expe-
rienve assimilating other Navy unils here
warttld help smooth the beddown process.

“loint warfighting with o down-sired mili-
tary is the way we do business now.” he said.

Keck stressed the EC-135"s continued
immpartance to national defense.

“The BEC-135 will continue t perform its
vital contingeney riles, such as its recent par
tieipation in Operation Uphold Democracy,”
he said.

Unitorm changes finalized

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — More
than 55 uniform changes have been
approved by Adr Force Chiel of Stafr
Gen, Ronald R. Foglensan based on
recommendations from the Air Force
Liniform Board,

The chunzes

spermil the wear of & pull-over
swealer without a ge or Lab

salter women's Jong-sleeve shirt for
cuft links

=cull For physician assistants o wear
two-ling nume tags

spernnt the wear eithar of BDU or
blue outergarments with white service
tmlorm

spermil security police to wear SP
arm band with commander approval

scall for the wear of metal grade
insignin or cheveons on all
CUILTEArMENTS excepl rainco

=allow the mixing of reaular size
veenpational badges with ministure

sive wings, missile badge and fire

protection budge

=call for eolonels and below o wear
halt-inch hlue braid on coat

spequire magors and above e wear
elowds and darts oo service caps

=mandate that flight caps be stored
under the belt, but not folded over

=nke the service cap optional for
captains and helow

sallow for the wear of brown
leather flying gloves with A-2 fight

Jacket

spermit the wear af the new tie with
ald service dress uniform

=ullow bags with strups t he
carried over the left shoulder

sintroduce more Aexible standards
for optional handbags

=permit nxfords with fow wedsoe
heels

suuthorize athletuc shoes for
recruils

smandate that some or all ribbons
will be worn with the service com
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History

Significance of V-E Day not forgotten

By Tech. Sgt. John Martin
123rd Wing Historian

Cin May Sth, TWES. Burope’s most desinac:
Hve wir came tooan end.

Unimatched before or since o both casu-
alties and the number of nations involved,
the merciful end came at 2.4 a,m. o a mmod-
eal sehoolhouse 0 Rheims, Frunce,

Since the Normandy Invasion of France
['F months earlier. both the American troops.
advancing from the west, and their Soviet
counterparts comming from the east, held Ger-
wmany 1w tight grasp
while they pushed to-
ward Berhin,

Victory did not
conte easily, Ameri-
cans held off o desper-
e month-long
counter aftack by Ger
man panzer und in-
Luntry divisions in
December 1944 near
the Belgiun town of
Hustomae in what was
o bacome known s
the Battle of
Bulge.

But Germany's Fate
hinl beenseuled. City
alter ity throughout
the country lay in
ruin, the result of
heavy honmhing hy

the

British and American
flvers. In fact, by March 1945, the Allies
called ol all bombing raids,

Most German cities had been heavily dam-
aged. and nothing remuined of any strategic
impoerance., Meanwhile, American and 5o
viel armies were rapidly pushing towarnd
Berlin,

Within a period of 10 days, from the last
lew days of Aprilinto the [irst week of May,
Fascism in Europe collupsed, and. with it i1s
inlumius feaders,

First o go was Talian dictator Benilio
Mussolini, canght while trymg o escape
frowm Dialy with his istress, Clarn Petacel,
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Both were shot by an impromptu liring
squad on April 28th, and the bodies were
hung for public display in the streets of
Milan.

The next to go was the war’s chiel inst-
gator, German Chuncellor Adolph Hitler,
While Gen. Eisenhower did not allow the
American Avmy o advance any further into
Germany than the Elhe River, advancing
Soviet trovps scon entered Berlin from the
cast. Hitler knew his time had come,

On April 3ith, he, his wife of one day,
Eva Broun, and most of Hitler™s chiel ud-

Air Force histoncal archives

Army Air Force troops across Europe began celebrating the continent's
liberation 50 years ago by taking down Nazi flags.

visors committed suicide inside the chan-
cellery thar served as his headguarters be-
low the streets of Berlin,

The day betore, Hiter dictated his will
o his cliet hewtenant, Muartin Bormann,
and named Admiral Kurl Doenitz as head
of the Reich and as his successar,

Dioemita’s fist and most lkely only of-
Ticinl act in that copucity was o surrender
o the Allies, Bormann, however, escapoed
without o frace.

Creer the next several days, thousands
of German civilians fled imo the country
side, hoping o escape the anskaght of the

advancing Soviets,

By Muy 3, Eisenhower secured acomplete
cease-lire from German Army forces.

Eisenbower refused to witness the actual
signing of the surrender at e schoolhouse
by Field Marshall Alfred Jodl but he sent
emissaries [rom England, Fronce, Bussne ancd
the Linited States 1o aceept the uncondinonal
surrender. The ceremony was repeated the
next day in Berlin, the olficial day for Vie-
try in Furope, or V-E, Day.

As fosl asnews could travel, people cvery-
whire began to celebrate the end of the war
in Europe. In Mos-
cow,  thousands
swirmed into Red
Sopuare wy u thousand
guns fired 30 rounds
each oo signal the
viclory, Anvone who
wore o uniform was
mohbhed, hugged.
and showered with
tremendans prafse.
Even
were paraded about
the square s il they
were conguering le-
roes: Ahuge red ban-
ner was flown say-
ing: live
Truman, Lang live
the greal  Amcr-
ikans.”

Londoners paused
at Trifalger Seuare
tor geelaim Winston Clhurchill in the biggest
celebration ever witnessed by the city.

Across the United States, jovous men,

fureigners

“Long
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women, and children celebrated wildly on the
sidewatks and sireets of American cities,

With bells, horns, und sirens loudly pro-
cliiming the end of the European conflict,
cvery American knew V-E Day had come,

Three more wrrible months of war with
Tapan stood between V-E Day and complete
victory,  But for now, Americans could, T
thae First time in nearly four years, rejoice, The
war wars coming e an end and the boys would
son returm home,



